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The Indianapolis chapter of the Accounting and 
Financial Women’s Alliance

invites you to a networking reception at the St. Joseph 
Brewery on November 18

Location:  St. Joseph Brewery and Public House downtown,  540 N. College 
         Avenue

Parking: On street or at brewery

Time:     5:00-7:00 p.m.       

Cost:      Free. AFWA will provide appetizers. Everyone will pay for their own      
      beverages.

Reservations: e-mail Lara Schmutte at Lara@LCSCPA.biz or 
IndianapolisAFWA@gmail.com.   by 3:00PM Tuesday, November 17

 
                                      
The chapter’s cancellation policy is that you must let us know no later than the registration deadline if you will not make 
it (if you have previously registered).  This is necessary so that we will not include your name in our final count to the 
hotel/caterer.  The Chapter must pay for all meals that we have requested, so if you cannot make it after the deadline, 
you will be expected to pay, or alternatively send someone else in your place.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Whitehurst, 
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Hello all, and I hope you are having a pleasant, 

albeit unseasonably warm, November.  We have 

a few things planned for this fall, but not so much 

that it would just add to the crazy that can often 

define this time of year.  First, here’s a recap of 

some of the recent events that we have had:

May – Luncheon chapter meeting and 

Scholarship Presentation – We enjoyed an 

informative CPE session presented by Alice 

Morical, and attorney with Hoover, Hull & Turner.  

She gave some great information about planning 

business decisions to avoid future litigation.  We 

met Elizabeth Smitherman, one of our 2015 

scholarship winners, and encouraged her in her 

studies and future career.   Last, and certainly not 

least, we enjoyed a delicious luncheon at Buca 

De Beppo’s downtown eatery.  

June – Book discussion of “Thrive” by Arianna 

Huffington at Bookmama’s –It was superbly led 

by the bookstore owner Kathleen Angelone.  We 

all walked away with some great insights into 

what defines success in our careers and personal 

lives.  Even those attendees who had not read 

the book said they felt like they gained great 

insights just by attending this discussion.

July – Wine and Canvass – Here we were joined 

by Andrea Allensworth, the other 2015 

scholarship winner.  The three people that came 

said it was great fun and were glad they went 

(whether they thought they had any artistic ability 

or not).

August – Cooper’s Hawk networking gathering – 

We had seven women with a wide range of 

backgrounds.  One woman there had only joined 

a few months ago, and one has been a member 

since 1978!  One came with a purpose of 

networking to help fill a job position at her office, 

and there was also much discussion about our 

individual careers as well.  Oh, and the 

appetizers and wine were delicious.

September – CPE – Creating Lifetime Income 

presented by Mike Barresi, Regional Sales 

Director at Mass Mutual.  Although only three of 

us attended, it ended up being fine in that the 

discussion could really be tailored to our 

individual circumstances and questions.  

AND NOW, THE UPCOMING!

November 18th - Networking gathering at St 

Joseph Brewery – 540 N College Ave - 5pm to 

7pm

Let’s all joint together at the newly opened St 

Joseph Brewery, where we can enjoy a beer, a 

glass of wine, a soda, and some appetizers.  Just 

as the AFWA has a long history in Indianapolis, 

St Joseph has a long history.  The building was a 

Catholic Church built in 1879, and was closed in 

1954 due to declining population in the area.  

Amazingly, the building has sat vacant since 

them (60 years!), was never demolished, and was 

just waiting for the right opportunity.  It has been 

remodeled to retain the beauty of the building. 

Come meet with us for the entire time, or even 

just pop in for a few minutes to say hello!  Let’s 

enjoy each other’s company before the holiday 

crazies come upon us!



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 AFWA 2015 NATIONAL CONFERENCE by JANET KHALIL

The 2015 National Conference was held in Pittsburgh, PA on Oct 26-28. I 
was excited to attend not only because I am from Pennsylvania and have 
family there, but because this was my third National convention and I 
knew there would be great CPE and a great group of professionals.

There were woman (and a few men) from California to New York. So many 
different levels of experience yet so much in common. The CPE was well 
organized. From the keynote speakers: Dawnna St Louis “Stand Up. Stand 
Out” and Greg Kyte “Holy Mother of Fraud” to all the breakout sessions 
throughout the day. 

For the breakout sessions, you can follow a track like Tax, Finance and 
Industry; Accounting & Audit; Chapter Management or, like I did, you can 
choose any of the 4 concurrent sessions offered. You can handle all your 
scheduling easily on your phone ap.

There was time for some fun as well with the Amazing Race, Creative 
Trolley Competition and Silent Auction.

I also attended the Annual Business Meeting Tuesday night as the 
Indianapolis Chapter Delegate.  We discussed bylaw revisions which will 
be voted on by the Chapters. In case you don’t know, the Indianapolis 
Chapter is #1 as this national organization was started here in Indianapolis. 

If you have never been, I strongly encourage you to attend. Next year’s 
event will be in Denver CO.
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Janet Khalil presents a check to our Mary Lindley Wells Scholarship 
Trust recipient, IUPUI student Elizabeth Smitherman, at the May 20th 

luncheon meeting at Buca di Beppo. The Ida S. Broo Scholarship 
recipient was Andrea Allensworth, also from IUPUI.

  We had two recipients of  the Ida S. Broo Scholarship Trust and the Mary Lindley Wells Scholarships this year. 

Both awards were presented this May. Please remember the ASWA Scholarship Trust in your year-end charitable 

giving this December and help us continue in our mission to promote women in the accounting profession. All 

donors will be recognized in the newsletter. 



	

Linda Wilson, CPA, CVA retired July 31, 

2015

Congratulations to Linda Wilson, who retired 
from McAllister-Ford & Co CPA’s on 7/31/15. 
Linda has been a member of  AFWA since 
1973 and was President of  the Indianapolis 
chapter in 1976-1977. She has held a variety of 
positions in the chapter and co-chaired the 
1988 National Conference held in Indianapolis. 
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Member News

Linda at a celebration dinner at The Legend in Irvington with Jeanne Brady and Clare 
Oskay
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